The River Ridge Trail is part of a plan to preserve urban natural areas or “greenspace” in a non-motorized trail system that winds throughout the Waupaca area.  The first trail segment, a scenic loop of 1.6 miles, opened in fall of 1996.  Since then, over 22 miles of trails have been designated. Bikes are allowed only on limestone or blacktopped surfaces.  

The trail lies in the tension zone between Wisconsin’s northern and southern eco-regions, an area of unique biological diversity.  By linking parks and other public and private lands, the community and its visitors will be able to enjoy the wealth of natural features for years to come.

The Waupaca Tree Advisory Committee has developed the trail with support from the City of Waupaca, Waupaca County, WCC, Rawhide, local businesses, organizations and numerous individuals.  Support has come in many ways, from generous land easements, to donated labor, materials, equipment, expertise and funds.

Though great progress has been made River Ridge Trail is a work in progress and its future depends on the continued support of the community. For information on volunteer opportunities call (715) 258-4435.  Tax deductible donations can be directed to: Waupaca Area Parks Foundation/River Ridge Trail, 407 School St. Waupaca, Wis. 54981.

Places of Interest

1. Swan Park  2.3 mi.

Swan Park and it’s trail are the jewel of Waupaca’s park system.  The largest park in the City, its amenities offer something for all.  The park includes a large playground, skate board park, ball diamonds, restroom and concession stand.  

Some portions of the trail are bikeable, while others are wood chipped for hiking only.  Along the trail there are also a series of interpretive signs describing unique natural features.  Volunteers groom Swan Park trails in winter for cross-country skiing.

Across from Swan Park is Woodland Park Subdivision which includes Woodland Park Trail.  This trail is a public/private partnership that connects Swan Park, Brainards Bridge Park and allows users to cross Highway 49 safely via an underpass.

2.  Brainards Bridge Park  .25 mi.

Brainard’s Bridge Park is located along the Waupaca River and amenities include a shelter, water, restrooms, grills, playground and picnic areas.  This park is unique for its iron bridges connecting two islands.  This section of hiking trail north of the Waupaca River winds it’s way  through the Waupaca School Forest.  This beautiful stretch of woodchip trail was planned and constructed by High School Agri-Science students.  It provides a quiet off-road access to Swan Park.

3. Shambeau Park .4 mi

The Shambeau family donated this park to the City of Waupaca. These wooded acres loop aroung an old water-filled quarry and rock outcroppings along with two small ponds.  With grant funds, a wheelchair accessible trail segment allows access to the water’s edge and interpretive signs describe the geology and history of the quarry. 

 4.  Riverview Park

This park, with it’s scenic river view, is part of the vision for Waupaca downtown revitalization by Waupaca Main Street Program and Rotary. River Ridge Trail has been incorporated in to the plan to include a hardscape trail and rest area.

This park is also the starting point for our latest endeavor, a canoe trail.  You can take about a one hour 2 ¾ mile trip on the Waupaca River through the city and get out at Riverside Park.  Always be aware there may be obstacles in the river as it is ever-changing.     

While enjoying the downtown sections of River Ridge Trail we encourage you to patronize the local businesses.  The stores offer shopping, food, refreshments and always an inviting atmosphere.
5.  Water Street Park

This park offers the Challenge the Outdoors Trail, an accessible limestone/boardwalk trail along the Waupaca River north to Washington Street Park.  The Trail was a cooperative effort between the City of Waupaca, Trout Unlimited, River Ridge Trail, Waupaca County and Challenge the Outdoors.

6.  City Hall /Public Library

In the center of downtown Waupaca, is the City Hall/Library building.  River Ridge Trail Maps and brochures for Historic Walking tour guides are available at the Waupaca Recreation Center Parks and Recreation Office at 407 School Street, Library and the Waupaca Area Chamber of Commerce.  

7.  Riverside Park .5 mi.

Riverside Park is located on Hwy. 22 & 54 on the east side of Waupaca.  There is an open play area, picnic area, grills, horseshoe pits, shelterhouse, water, restrooms, sand volleyball court, playground, and canoe access to the Waupaca River.

This park features the Rachel Carson Trail.  The trail winds along the Waupaca River  between Riverside Park and the Waupaca Learning Center (10).  The trail was developed by Waupaca Middle School teacher Bob Welch.   This is an ecologically sensitive area. This is habitat for the threatened wood turtle. Please leave turtles where you find them.  Biking is not allowed and users are asked to remain on the trail.

8. South Park

South Park is located between Mirror and Shadow Lakes at the south end of Main Street.  The upper area offers our largest shelter, grills, restrooms, water, playground, picnic area and access to a sand beach offering a supervised diving dock and kiddy dock.  The lower part includes a shelter, water, restrooms, grills, sand volleyball and a handicap accessible fishing dock.  There are also boat launches for both Shadow and Mirror Lakes.  

The park serves as the hub for a self–guided Historic Walking tour of downtown Waupaca.  The Historical Society also maintains the Victorian era Hutchison House Museum at South Park.  From the park, one may choose to take the trail south to the new High School or head back to downtown and other featured trail destinations. 

9. Grass Lake Trail  .3 mi.

Located behind the Torborg Lumber complex on Smith Street, a crushed limestone path skirts Grass Lake and its wetlands, teeming with birds and wildlife.  

10.  Shambeau Hill  1.6 mi.

Located on the northeast part of the city, this off-road trail was the first completed segment in the trail system.  It winds through several diverse habitats with scenic views.  This section also allows access to the OZ Natural Area.

11.  Waupaca High School Trail 2 mi.

This is a paved path that parallels Shadow Road to the High School and then connects to the WAU-KING Trail  and to Hwy QQ and King.  The Trail allows safe walking and biking to the High School and a mile long wood chipped nature trail. 

Thank you!

We would like to thank our major supporters of the trail.   Without their time, effort and donations much of our work could not be accomplished.

Gerald Swan, Farmers State Bank, First National Bank, Chase Bank, Fox Valley Community Foundation, Wausau Area Community Foundation, United Health, WPS Corp.,Carl & Bev Meilenger, David Q. Johnson, Charter Communications, Filter Materials, Jerry Lyons, Faulks Bros. Construction, Torberg’s Lumber, Thyssen Krupp Waupaca Foundry, South Waupaca Chapter 30077 of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Mike Tielke, Add Inc. Delgen Power Equipment Inc., Reliable Builders LLC, Allen Fischer, WE Energies, Russ Butkiewicz, Kari Esbensen.

