Wisconsin Ranks #1 for Binge Drinking
(_______, WI) – Wisconsin has once again ranked number one in the nation when it comes to binge drinking, according to the latest Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Morbidity and Mortality study. It is time for law makers to pay attention to this fact. 
The report found one in four Wisconsin adults are serious binge drinkers – a staggering 50 percent increase over the national average.   
“Wisconsin and _____ County have struggled for decades with alcohol consumption and binge drinking,” said _________ of __________.  “For those of us in public health, this report is a sober reminder that our work is far from over.”  

One of the challenges Wisconsin public health leaders face is the perception that dangerous levels of alcohol consumption should be accepted and tolerated.   

“(Give a personal or local example of binge acceptance),” said _____________.   (List binge drinking rate or alcohol-related statistics for city or county.)
The consequences of binge drinking are serious, and life threatening.  Excessive alcohol use results in 80,000 deaths per year, with binge drinking accounting for more than half of those deaths.  Binge drinking is also a risk factor for motor-vehicle crashes, violence, suicide, and fetal alcohol syndrome.
Public health officials hope this latest report serves as a wake-up call to our state lawmakers, who just passed a law allowing retailers to sell alcohol starting at 6 a.m. – two hours earlier than previously allowed.

“Turning a blind eye to Wisconsin’s binge drinking problem is no longer feasible nor smart,” said ___________.  “Policymakers – and the public – need to recognize our state’s alcohol abuse problems and take positive steps to fight it.”

The Task Force on Community Preventive Services recommends interventions that can reduce binge drinking, such as limiting the number of retail alcohol outlets, holding retailers liable for alcoholic beverage sales to minors and intoxicated patrons, limiting days and hours when alcohol is sold, and increasing the price of alcohol.   
“It’s not too late to turn back the tide on Wisconsin’s alcohol abuse problems,” said _________.  “Let’s use this latest report as the impetus for change.”
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