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What are alcohol age compliance checks?


Alcohol age compliance checks are a law enforcement tool used to identify vendors who illegally sell alcohol to individuals under age 21 and enables law enforcement to issue citations to offending vendors.

Why do we need compliance checks here?


Because underage drinking is an enormous problem in Wisconsin. About 50% of our youth are drinking at age 14 or earlier, a serious health hazard that substantially increases a child’s lifetime chance of alcohol dependence.  Many Wisconsin youth are alcohol dependent by the time they reach high school.  In high school both alcohol dependent and experimenting youth try to purchase alcohol from licensed vendors.  
Our community needs to reduce both the commercial and social sources of alcohol for youth to prevent and reduce underage drinking.  Parents Who Host Lose the Most: Don’t Be a Party to Underage Drinking targets adults who purchase pour or provide alcohol for youth while alcohol age compliance checks target vendors and their employees willing to sell alcohol to youth.  The project targets individuals who are illegally providing alcohol to youth, in both retail and residential settings.
Are these “sting” operations?


No, all locations licensed to sell or serve alcohol receive a letter in advance providing a time frame for the upcoming compliance checks.  Individual owners are responsible for alerting and training their staff to obey the law.  Remember, the goal is to catch people obeying the law, something they should already be doing.

What happens during a check?

Following an established protocol, a youth will try to purchase alcohol with their own ID, an ID that clearly identifies their age as under 21.  If the youth are refused alcohol, nothing happens.  If the youth is able to purchase alcohol, the youth returns to the waiting officer and hands over the alcohol and the officer will issue a citation. Please consult with the law enforcement agency conducting your local checks, exact protocols vary.

What’s the penalty?


[Please consult your local police for the exact penalty in your community.  Wisconsin allows municipalities (cities, towns, villages) to adopt portions of Wisconsin’s alcohol statutes into local ordinances.  Your police department or sheriff can provide accurate local information to add to this section.]

That seems harsh for a minor violation, why?


When someone sells a youth alcohol, they endanger the youth, other youth they might share it with and the community at large.  Alcohol is frequently a factor in crashes that take young lives and often the lives of others who just happened to be on the same road.  Even if the youth doesn’t drive, alcohol can be very dangerous for young people.  Every day in America, youth drink, drive and die; but even more die from other alcohol related causes like alcohol poisoning, drowning and falls.   Serious risks call for significant consequences.
How can our coalition help law enforcement?  


Coalitions can help in several ways.  First, local police may want your help recruiting youth “decoy” volunteers who will attempt to purchase alcohol.  Some coalitions help compile statistics and put out press reports on the outcome of the compliance checks.  Every law enforcement agency needs community coalition members to write letters to the editor and let their local elected officials know that alcohol age compliance checks are a critical step in preventing and reducing underage drinking. 
This project is a joint effort of the Alliance for Wisconsin Youth, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Alcohol and other Drug Education Network (CESA’s), Wisconsin Department of Health Service and the Wisconsin Clearinghouse for Prevention Resources, a department of University Health Services, University of Wisconsin –Madison
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